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SHORT COMMUNICATION

Introduction
Dental students’ psychomotor skills are 
being assessed implicitly by formative fee-
dbacks during clinical laboratory sessions 
and through knowledge-based questions and 
practical performance measurements given in 
forms of summative assessments such as a 
Clinical Skills Examinations (CSE) and Objec-
tive Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCE). 

Methods
A poster is presented as part of this PhD re-
search investigating the association between 
psychomotor skills and curricular-based as-
sessments (CSE and OSCE) (Figure 1 and 
2). Data was collected involving BDS (Under-
graduate Bachelor of Dental Surgery) Year 
1 psychometric scores from three cohorts 
(2007/2008, 2008/2009 and 2009/2010). The-
se data were obtained for this research in or-
der to examine any correlation with the scores 
of CSE and OSCE and psychometric scores 
during the following BDS years.

Results
Preliminary results from the three BDS Year 
1 groups showed a moderate association 
between some of the psychomotor skills and 
CSE and OSCE results (1st Cohort BDS1 
2007/2008, 2nd Cohort BDS1 2008/2009 and 
3rd Cohort BDS1 2009/2010). Further work 
is now being completed to analyse the entire 
dataset. 

Conclusion
This research will extend the investigation to 

include Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) 
feedback from a haptic virtual-reality simula-
tion system such as the hapTEL (haptics in 
TEL). The hapTEL was developed at King’s 
College London Dental Institute to identify 
whether TEL systems can objectively and ex-
plicitly assess psychomotor skills.
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Figure 1 The author presenting the poster to delegates
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Figure 2 Copy of poster presented at Colloquium


