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Ifaki Rivera Beiras-Héctor Silveira

Roberto Bergalli, fallecido anteayer [4 de mayo de 2020] en Barcelona a los
84 afios, nacid el 23 de enero de 1936 en Buenos Aires. Durante sus estudios
de derecho, toma estrecho contacto con el celebre jurista republicano espafiol
Luis Jiménez de Asla, exiliado en Argentina. Se licencia en 1963 y presenta
sus primeras investigaciones, que trascendian ya entonces los limites de las
ciencias penales, en el Centro de Estudios José Ingenieros y en el Istituto
Italiano di Cultura. Entre 1966 y 1970, continta su formacion en Gran Bretafia
e Italia, donde vive los importantes acontecimientos culturales de la época,
como los encierros universitarios del 68.

De vuelta en Argentina, presenta su tesis doctoral en 1971 y vive los
trascendentales afios tras el final del periodo dictatorial, impulsando, desde el
cargo que ocupa en la judicatura, la clausura del Camardon (como se conocia al
tribunal de excepcién para el enjuiciamiento y encarcelamiento de la
disidencia politica).

Entre 1973 y 1975, gracias a una beca de la prestigiosa fundacion Alexander
von Humboldt, trabajo con destacados juristas como Hilde Kauffman en
Alemania, Giuliano Vassalli en Italia y Marino Barbero Santos en Espafa. Ya
en Argentina, un mes después del golpe de Estado de la Junta Militar Videla,
Massera y Agosti del 24 de marzo de 1976, es secuestrado en su domicilio por
un comando militar.

Durante un afio, permanecié privado de libertad en unas condiciones
aterradoras, para ser liberado en abril de 1977 tras una amplia campafia
internacional. Recuperada su libertad, Bergalli vuelve a Alemania, exiliado
junto con su familia, y gracias de nuevo a la fundacion Alexander von
Humboldt prosigue sus investigaciones en el Kriminologische
Forschungsstelle de la Universidad de Colonia hasta 1978.

Después de la elaboracion de su segunda tesis doctoral (¢Readaptacion social
por medio de la ejecucion penal?, dirigida por Enrigue Gimbernat y
presentada en junio de 1978 en la Universidad de Salamanca ante un tribunal
presidido por Barbero Santos, a partir de 1980 se instala como profesor en el
Instituto de Criminologia de la Universidad de Barcelona.
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Publica, junto con Bustos y Miralles, El pensamiento criminologico. Un
andlisis critico y edita, también con Bustos, la revista Poder y Control.
Revista hispano-latinoamericana de disciplinas sobre el control social.

Desde entonces promueve en Espafia, Europa y América Latina los trabajos de
pensadores criticos con el sistema penal, como Baratta, Jock Young, Pavarini,
Melossi, Hulsman, Scheerer, Zaffaroni y otros. Con ellos impulso, a partir del
afio 1984, el Common Study Programme on Criminal Justice and Critical
Criminology entre universidades de Espaiia Italia, Holanda, Alemania, Grecia,
Belgica y Gran Bretafa.

Entre 1993 y 1995, fue director del Instituto Internacional de Sociologia
Juridica de Oniati (Gipuzkoa). Tras su regreso a la Universidad de Barcelona,
participa con nosotros en la creacion del Observatorio del Sistema Penal y los
Derechos Humanos (OSPDH) y preside su comité internacional.

Roberto Bergalli, con su intensa dedicacion personal y sus numerosas
publicaciones, fue un maestro de varias generaciones de estudiantes e
investigadores interesados por el pensamiento critico y la sociologia juridica
de Catalufia, Espafia y América Latina.

Aprendimos de él que no resulta posible entender el derecho sin tener presente
las transformaciones econdmicas, culturales y politicas de las sociedades en
las que actua como poder punitivo. Todo ello sin olvidar su papel como
instancia reproductora de la hegemonia del capital y de todas las injusticias
que éste provoca.

Su proyeccion intelectual, obra, voluntad inagotable, ejemplo ético y afan de
justicia configuran los ejes de la formacion de una auténtica escuela de
pensamiento que ya forma parte de nosotros y que se proyecta en “sus dos
almas”, América Latina y Europa, que esperamos poder seguir alimentando.
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Roberto Bergalli
The creation of a School of Critical Criminology once in exile!

Ifaki Rivera Beiras
Héctor Silveira
Universidad de Barcelona

(El Pais, May 6, 2020)

Bergalli was born on January 23rd, 1936, in Buenos Aires. While studying
Law, he came into close contact with the well-known Spanish Republican
Luis Jiménez de Asua (who was in exile in Argentina). He finished his degree
in 1963, and presented his first research papers, which already went beyond
the limits of penal sciences, in the Centro de Estudios José Ingenieros and the
Istituto Italiano di Cultura. Between 1966 and 1969, he continued his
academic studies in Great Britain and Italy, where he lived through, and
personally experienced, the important cultural events and movements of the
time, such as the 1968 student uprisings and occupation of universities. Once
he had returned to Argentina, he defended his doctoral thesis (1971). He
experienced the eventful years after the end of the dictatorship, instigating,
from his position in the judiciary, the closure of the Camarodn (a special court
that had been set up some time before for the prosecution and imprisonment of
political dissidents).

Between 1973 and 1975, thanks to a German grant - Stipendium de la
Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung - he came into contact with prominent
professors such as Hilde Kauffman in Germany, Giuliano Vassalli in Italy and
Marino Barbero Santos in Spain. Once he was back in Argentina, a month
after the coup d’état by the Military Junta of Videla, Massera and Agosti on
March 24" 1976, he was kidnapped from his house by a military command.

! Traduccion de Serena Barkham, realizada a partir de la primera versién enviada a El Pais.
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For over a year, he was deprived of his freedom (i.e. disappeared and
incarcerated). He endured terrifying and horrendous conditions, until he was
liberated in April 1977 as the result of a widespread international campaign
for his release. Once freed, Bergalli returned to Germany thanks to, once
again, the support of the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung. Having met up
with his family, he continued his research and work at the Kriminologische
Forschungsstelle, at the University of Kéln, until 1978.

After preparing a second doctoral thesis (15-VI1-1978) at the University of
Salamanca in Spain, with Enrique Gimbernat as his advisor, and defending it
before a doctoral panel presided by Marino Barbero Santos, he worked as a
professor at the Institute of Criminology at the University of Barcelona, where
he settled as of 1980. Together with Bustos and Miralles, he published the
book “El pensamiento criminologico. Un andlisis critico” and he edited, also
with Bustos, the journal Poder y Control. Revista hispano-latinoamericana de
disciplinas sobre el control social. From that moment on, he dedicated his
time to disseminating, throughout Spain, Europe and Latin America, the work
of Baratta, Jock Young, Pavarini, Melossi, Hulsman, Scheerer, Zaffaroni, all
of whom were critical researchers of the penal system. With them, as of 1984,
he promoted the Common Study Programme on Criminal Justice and Critical
Criminology in universities in Spain, Italy, Holland, Germany, Greece,
Belgium and Great Britain. Between 1993 and 1995, he was the Scientific
Director of the International Institute for the Sociology of Law in Ofati
(Euskadi/Basque Country). After returning to the University of Barcelona, he
was involved with us in the creation of The Observatory of the Penal System
and Human Rights (OSPDH), presiding over its International Committee.

Roberto Bergalli was the professor and mentor of various generations of
students and researchers interested in critical thinking and the sociology of
law in Catalonia, Spain, and Latin America. We learnt from him that it is not
possible to understand Law without taking into account and keeping in mind
the economic, cultural and political transformations in our society, a society in
which Law acts as a punitive power. He stressed that we must not forget the
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role Law has as a key player in the dominance of capital and all the injustices
that the latter causes. But Bergalli was also a great friend and colleague to so
many of us. His intellectual eminence, his work and books, his immeasurable
determination, his ethical and moral example, and his quest for justice, have
laid the foundations of an authentic School of thought which already forms
part of us and which has spread across “his two souls” (Latin America and
Europe), and which we hope to continue disseminate and sustain.

6

Revista Critica Penal y Poder. 2020, n° 20, junio-julio (pp. 1-9) OSPDH. Universidad de Barcelona



Roberto Bergalli, pensador critico con el sistema penal

Roberto Bergalli

"Evag KPITIKOG 6TOYAGTHS TOV TOLVIKOD GUGTINATOG?

Inaki Rivera Beiras
Héctor Silveira®
Universidad de Barcelona

(H Xdpa, 6 Maiov 2020)

O Roberto Bergalli mov anefinoe otic 4 Maiov otn Bapkeldvn o niwcio 84
etdv, yevvnonke otig 23 Iavovapiov 1936 oto Buenos Aires.

Koatd ) dtdpkela Tov VOUIK®V GTOVdDV TOL, GLVOEETOL GTEVA LLE TOV YVMOOTO
onavo onuokpdtn  vourkd Luis Jiménez de AslUa, o omoioc Pprokdtav
eEoprotog oty Apyeviivry. Amoeottel 1o 1963 kot mopovctdlel Ti TPAOTESG
€pevuveg Tov, oL NOM VIEPEPAVAY TOL TOTE OPLAL TNG TOWVIKNG ETIGTNUNG, GTO
Kévtpo Meretov José Ingenieros ot oto Itodikd  Ivotitovto
[MoMtiopov(lIstituto Italiano di Cultura).Meta&d tov 1966 ko tov 1970,
ocvveyiletl Tic 6movdég Tov ot Meydin Bpetavia kot v ItaAio, émov kot Ha
{Noel ta. ONUAVTIKA TOAMTICUIKE GLUPAVTO TNG €MOYNG, OTMG Ol KOTAANWELS
ota [Havemotuio to Mdwo tov “68.

Emotpépoviag ommv Apyevivn, vroompilelt to 1971 1t Sdaxtopikn TOL
Stutpifr] kot et T kpiowa ypdvie g mepddov g  Swctatopiac?
npowbmvrag, amd T 0éom mov Koteiye ¢ Voukoc, t0 Kigiowo tov “el
Camaron” (6nw¢ Aeyotav 1o Edwd Awootiplo yio m dimén Kot puAGKIon
TOV TOALTIKA OVTIPPOVOOVIMV).

2 Traduccion de Markela Sitara. Metaepaon keipévoo oty pviun tov kadnynt) Roberto
Bergalli mov dnpocievdnke oty tomaviky epnuepido EL PAIS, v 61 Maiov 2020.

3 O Inaki Rivera Beiras kot o Héctor Silveira sivoun xadnyntéc tov Havemompiov g
Bapxerldvng

4 Avagopd ot Suctatopio Tov Agustin Lanusse (1971-1973)
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Meta&h 1973 o 1975, yapn oe pio vrotpopion tov €ykpirov IdpHuaTog
Alexander von Humboldt, cuvepydotnke pe e€éyovieg voutkong ommg o Hilde
Kaufmann ot Teppoavia, o Giuliano Vassalli otnv Itolio ko1t o Marino
Barbero Santos otv lomavia. Ilicow oty Apyeviwvng, €va ufqva petd to
[Mpa&wommua g 24ng Moptiov 1976 and v oTPOTIOTIK YOVVIO TOV
Videla, Massera kot Agosti, amfxn 6to 67itt Tov 0md OpAdU CTPAUTIOTIKOV.

IMa éva ypoévo mapéueve KPATOVUEVOS KAT® OO TPOUOKTIKEG GLUVONKES, Yia
va. agedel elevBepog Tov Ampikio tov 1977 petd omd pio peydAn oebvn
Kopmavia. Metd v anelevfépwon tov, o Bergalli emiotpéper e€dpiotog ot
I'eppovia pali pe v owoyéveir tov. Me v Ponbela kot maAL TOL
Iopopotog Alexander von Humboldt cuvéyice tic épevveg tov ot0 Kévtpo

Eyidinpotoroywkaov Epevvov tov IMoavemomuiov g Kolwviag péypt to
1979.

To 1980, petd v exmovnon kot vIoosTNPIEN TG 0eLTEPNG SOAKTOPIKNG TOV
SwtpiPng (tithog: Kowmvikn emavéviaén pHécm e EQOPUOYNG TOWVNG;)- UE
emPrénovia tov Enrique Gimbernat- oto IMavemotiuio ¢ ZoAapdvia,
gykabiotaton g xaOnynmg oto Eykinuatoloywd Ivetitovto  Ttov
[Mavemompiov g Bapkeraovng. Tote omuooieder pali pe toug J. Bustos
Ramirez xou T. Miralles, to épyo «Eykinpotoloywkn Zxéyn. Mo kpioikn
avélvon®». Emiong, exdider pali pe tov J. Bustos Ramirez to mepiodikd «
Eéovoia wor 'EAleyyoc. lomavo-Aativoapepkavikn mePLookn £KO00n TmV
EMGTNUDV Y10 TOV KOWVOVIKO EAeyy0°».

Amo exeivn ™ otyun mpowbBel oty Iomavia, v Evpdnn kot v Aativikn
AUEPIKN TIS EPYOGIEG KPITIKAOV GTOYOCTOV TOV TOWVIKOD GLOTNUOTOS OTTMG,
eivat, peto&d GAlmv, o Alessandro Baratta, o Jock Young, o Massimo
Pavarini, o Dario Melossi, 0 Louk Hulsman, o Sebastian Scheerer, o Raul
Zaffaroni. Mali pe avtovg, cuvéfare omd 1o 1984 otn dSnovpyia tov
[poypaupatoc « Common Study Programme on Criminal Justice and Critical
Criminology» ot0 onoio cuppeteiyav mavemotiuo g lomaviag, tng Itaiiag,

> El pensamiento criminoldgico. Un andlisis critico

® Poder y Control. Revista hispano-latinoamericana de disciplinas sobre el control social.
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g OAMavoiag, e Ieppaviag, e EALGdag, tov BeAdyiov kot g Meyding
Bpetaviac.

Meta&h tov 1993 ko 1995 vanpée devBuvtic tov Aebvoig Ivetitovtov
Kowwviodoyiog tov  Awaiov tov  Ofati  (Gipuzkoa-Xopa  tov
Béokwv).Emotpépoviag oto [Mavemomuo e Bapkehodvng cvppetéyel poali
nog ot dnuovpyia tov Iapatnpnmpiov Tov IMowwod Xvotnpuatog Kot Twv
Avbpornivov Awkaopdtov (Observatorio del Sistema Penal y los Derechos
Humanos) kai tpoedpevet g d1€0VoNS EKTPOGMOTNGNG TOV.

O Roberto Bergalli, pe v mpocomikn tov a@EP®OT Kol TIC TOAVAPIOUES
onuoctevoels tov, VaNPEE OAOKAAOG Yl TOAAEC YEVIEG (QOITNTOV KOt
epevvntav  ™¢ Koataloviog, e lomaviog ko e Aativikng APEPIKNG, Tov
EVOLLPEPOVTOV Y10 TNV KPLTIKY] OKEWYT Kal TNV KOWmVIoAoyia Tov Awoaiov.
MdaBape and avtdv 0Tl dev givar dSvvatdOV Vo Katavoncovpe 1o Aikoto ympig
va AapUPAVOVLE DTTOWYT TIG OIKOVOLKES, TOMTIGUIKES KO TOMTIKES LETOAAOYEC
TOV KOWWOVIOV HEGO 6TIS omtoiec 10 Alkono evepyel g Tmpntikn eovaia
Kol Ol autd, ywpic vo Anouovovpe Tov porlo Tov AtKaiov ®C Qopén
avamapay®yns e nyepoviag tov Kepoiaiov kot OA®V TV 0VIGOTATOV TOV
QLT TPOKOAEL.

H mvevpatikn aktivoforio tov Bergalli, to £pyo tov, n aveEdvtint 0éinon
TOV, T0 NOKO TOL TAPASEIYUO KO 1] LEPUVO Y10, SIKOLOGUVT], JLUUOPPDOVOVY
Toug GEoveg TNC ONUovpYiag Mg oOEVTIKNG ZYOANG oKEYNG 7oL EYEL
anotelécel PEPOg TG CoMg pog Ko 1 omoio, TPoPAAAETOL GTIS «OVO YLYES
oV, TNV AaTviky Apepikn] ko v Evponn. Kat eivor ooty np Zyohn okéyng
NG OTO10G TNV TPOPOSATNOT EATILOVILE VO LTTOPEGOVLE VO, GLVEYLIOTEL.
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