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Works on family business history, 1949-2023

Abstract

The history of the family business is a well-established field of study within business history. However, there is a lack of bibliometric
studies on this topic. This requires, first of all, identifying publications on the subject. This has been precisely the object of our
research. To do this, a systematic search has been conducted in three data sources—Web of Science, Scopus, and Google Scholar—,
using specific keywords to filter relevant publications, as well as applying inclusion and exclusion criteria to select appropriate works.
The result has been the identification of 513 publications on the history of the family business between 1949 and 2023. 62%
correspond to articles in academic journals, 23% to book chapters, and 15% to books. We also found that interest in family business
history jumped in the 1980s and accelerated exponentially from 2008 onwards, although in 2013 it began a gradual decline until 2023.
The total number of authors is 628, their productivity being similar to those of economic and business history researchers. This
compilation of works will serve as the basis for future bibliometric analyses on the history of the family business and a valuable
resource for researchers interested in this field.

Keywords: Family business history, Publications, Bibliometric analysis, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar

Treballs sobre historia de I'empresa familiar, 1949-2023

Resum

La historia de I'empresa familiar és un camp d'estudi ben establert dins de la historia empresarial. No obstant aixo, hi ha una manca
d'estudis bibliometrics sobre aquest tema. Aixo requereix, en primer lloc, identificar publicacions sobre la materia. Aquest ha estat
precisament 1'objecte de la nostra recerca. Per fer-ho, s'ha realitzat una cerca sistematica en tres fonts de dades —Web of Science,
Scopus i Google Scholar—, utilitzant paraules clau especifiques per filtrar publicacions rellevants, aixi com aplicant criteris d'inclusié i
exclusid per seleccionar les obres adients. El resultat ha estat la identificacié de 513 publicacions sobre la historia de I'empresa familiar
entre 1949 i 2023. El 62% correspon a articles de revistes academiques, el 23% a capitols de llibres i el 15% a llibres. També hem
constatat que l'interés per la historia de I'empresa familiar va disparar-se als anys vuitanta i es va accelerar de manera exponencial a
partir del 2008, toti que el 2013 va comencar un descens gradual fins al 2023. El nombre total d'autors és de 628, la seva productivitat
és similar al de la resta d’investigadors en historia economica i empresarial. Aquest recull de treballs servira de base per a futures
analisis bibliometriques sobre la historia de 'empresa familiar i esdevindra un recurs valuds per als investigadors interessats en
aquest camp.

Paraules clau: Historia de I'empresa familiar, publicacions, analisi bibliométrica, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar

Trabajos sobre historia de la empresa familiar, 1949-2023

Resumen

La historia de la empresa familiar es un campo de estudio bien establecido dentro de la historia empresarial. Sin embargo, faltan
estudios bibliométricos sobre este tema. Esto requiere, en primer lugar, identificar las publicaciones sobre la materia. Este ha sido
precisamente el objeto de nuestra investigacidn. Para ello, se ha realizado una busqueda sistematica en tres fuentes de datos -Web of
Science, Scopus y Google Scholar-, utilizando palabras clave especificas para filtrar publicaciones relevantes, asi como aplicando
criterios de inclusién y exclusion para seleccionar los trabajos adecuados. El resultado ha sido la identificaciéon de 513 publicaciones
sobre la historia de la empresa familiar entre 1949 y 2023. El 62% corresponde a articulos en revistas académicas, el 23% a capitulos
de libros y el 15% a libros. También encontramos que el interés por la historia de la empresa familiar dio un salto en la década de 1980
y se aceler6 exponencialmente a partir de 2008, aunque en 2013 inicié un descenso gradual hasta 2023. El nimero total de autores es
628, siendo su productividad similar a la de los investigadores en historia econémica y empresarial. Esta recopilacién de trabajos
servira de base para futuros analisis bibliométricos sobre la historia de la empresa familiar y supondra un valioso recurso para
investigadores interesados en este campo.

Palabras clave: Historia de la empresa familiar, publicaciones, analisis bibliométrico, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar
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Introduction

Bibliometrics enables, among other things, the
identification of publications and authors
across diverse scientific domains, elucidating
their relationships, assessing their relevance or
influence, and exploring the various topics
under investigation (De Bellis 2009). In this
capacity, bibliometrics serves as a valuable tool
for gaining a comprehensive understanding of
the overarching characteristics and evolution of
a given field. Moreover, it aids in the
identification of declining, or
underexplored areas, thereby offering guidance
for future research within the discipline
(Donthu et al. 2021; Hicks et al. 2015).

emerging,

Bibliometric analyses of business studies have
lagged behind those in other fields. However, in
recent years, they have experienced
exponential growth (Donthu et al. 2021, Fig. 1).
This is also the case for the specific field of
family business (e.g. Aparicio et al. 2021; Araya-
Castillo et al. 2022; Ferreira et al. 2021; Rovelli
et al. 2022). In the area of economic and
business history, there has been less
development, but there is no lack of biliometric
studies. Thus, Cioni, Federico and Vasta (2020)
have conducted an analysis of the top five
international  economic history journals
between 1927 and 2017 and Fernandez de
Pinedo, La Parra-Perez and Mufioz (2023) have
studied how economic history has been
integrated into economics. Others have focused
on analyzing the history of economic thought
(Baccini, 2020) or economic literature in 18th
century Spain (Sarasa 2023). There is also a
specific study on research trends in business

history (Bermeo-Giraldo et al. 2023). However,
none of the cited studies specifically address
the subdiscipline of family business history.!

To fill this gap, our study aims to conduct a
systematic review of published works on family
business history from 1949 to 2023. The
starting point is 1949 as the year of publication
of the article by David S. Landes (1949) on
French entrepreneurship in the nineteenth
century, which has often been pointed out as
the work that marked the beginning of the
interest in research on the history of the family
business.?2 In fact, this is the first of the works
included in the seminal compilation on family
business history studies by Mary B. Rose
(1995). This decision was further supported by
an extensive search across the Web of Science
and Scopus repositories, which also identified
Landes’ (1949) article as the earliest
publication in the field.

As a result, a compilation of 513 works is
presented in the list following these
introductory pages (see Appendix). While this
compilation can serve as a valuable source of
information for scholars interested in family
business history, its primary aim is to serve as a
foundation for conducting bibliometric analyses
on the subject. The following section outlines
the methodology employed in selecting these
works, along with some of their overarching
characteristics.

Methodology and basic features of
the compilation

Most bibliometric studies—including those on
economic and business history referenced

I There is a study oriented to family business history but
limited to the analysis of 106 articles published in the
three major business history journals and which, in any
case, is more about history methodology than
bibliometrics (Lubinski and Gartner 2020).

2 The state of the art in the field of family business history
is characterized by contrasting perspectives. Landes
(1949) and later on Chandler (1990) with the concept of
"personal capitalism"”, established a negative view of
family firms, associated with industrial backwardness
and conservatism. However, this perspective has been
widely challenged, particularly since the seminal work of
Jones and Rose (1993).
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earlier—rely on data extracted from the Web of
Science (WoS) or Scopus databases. While these
databases offer extensive coverage, they are not
complete, particularly in indexing books and
book chapters. This presents a significant
constraint, especially in the field of business
history, where relevant works are often
published in non-indexed sources. To mitigate
this limitation, in addition to querying WoS and
Scopus, we have also utilized the Google Scholar
database, which boasts a broader scope and
encompasses many non-indexed publications.
This represents, therefore, a notable added
value to our selection.

The identification of the works was conducted
through a systematic search of articles, books
and book chapters across the three specified
databases: initially in WoS and Scopus, followed
by Google Scholar to uncover contributions not
present in the former two. To isolate studies
specifically focused on family business history,
the keyword “history” was employed in
conjunction with others such as “family
business”, “family capitalism” or “family firm”.
Even so, the initial search yielded numerous
papers that were deemed inappropriate, either
due to lacking a historical focus or addressing
topics  unrelated to family  business.
Consequently, a secondary filtering process
involved reviewing the titles and abstracts of
papers to exclude such publications. Finally,
424 references were selected from WoS and
Scopus. Subsequently, an exploration of Google
Scholar was conducted by entering the search
terms “history of family firms” and “history of
family businesses” (both without quotation
marks). Many titles retrieved from this search
were already included in the list obtained from
WoS and Scopus, prompting us to collect only
those not present and meeting the specified
criteria. In total, 89 additional references were
identified. As a result, out of the 513 works,
83% (424) originated from WoS and Scopus,

while 17% (89) were sourced from Google
Scholar.

The overwhelming majority of papers are
written in English (81.3%), which has become
the lingua franca in the scientific community
and, consequently, the language predominantly
used by researchers, irrespective of their
nationality or However,
despite conducting English
keywords in WoS and Scopus, we also identified
papers in other languages, as articles in any
language typically include an English abstract.

native language.

searches in

Moreover, in Google Scholar, we searched for
the aforementioned terms in both English and
other languages. Consequently, the list
comprises 18.7% of references in German,
French, Portuguese, and Spanish. Among these,
the most prevalent are those published in
Spanish. This can be attributed to the
widespread use of the Spanish language and the
significant number of researchers in family
business history in Latin America and Spain.
However, in addition, our deeper familiarity
with works published in Latin American and
Spanish journals and publishers may have
introduced a certain bias in favor of this
language. This possible bias may be resolved by
collaborating with non-native English-speaking
family business historians to supplement the
database with publications that we have not
been able to detect.

The basic information for each paper (author,
paper title,
publisher, etc.) remains consistent across all

year of publication, journal,
three databases used. However, there are
data

affiliation, keywords, etc.) available exclusively

certain (cross-references, author
for references obtained from WoS and Scopus.
Consequently, there are specific analyses that
can only be conducted for this group. While the
number of citations garnered by each paper is

accessible across all three sources, direct
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comparison is inappropriate due to Google
Scholar’s broader citation collection compared
to the other two databases. To establish a
uniform citation index for all references, we
conducted citation searches in Google Scholar
not only for the 89 papers obtained from this
database but also for the 424 sourced from WoS
and Scopus. Consequently, we possess two
distinct sets of citation data for the latter. All
data pertain to December 2023, the completion
date of the data collection process.

Due to space limitations, the list of the 513
references displayed here includes only a
portion of the information available in the
database. Specifically, six fields are shown: year
of publication, author/s, type of publication
(article, book, chapter), source (name of the
journal or publisher),?® title of the work, and
number of citations in Google Scholar. As
shown, the list is ordered chronologically, from
the oldest to the most recent publication.

FIGURE 1. PUBLICATIONS ON FAMILY BUSINESS HISTORY, 1949-2023
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However, interested readers can search by
author, title, etc. To conclude this brief
introductory note, below are some aggregate
data from the compilation.

Figure 1 shows the evolution over time of our
513 references. It shows that, although there
were works since 1949, interest in the history
of the family business took a leap in the 1980s,

1998 4

2000
2002
-
2006 1
2008 4
2010 4
2012 1
2014 1
2016 A
2018 1
2020 4
2022 1

starting then—with various fluctuations—a
growing trend that accelerated exponentially
since 2008. However, after reaching a peak in
2013, it began a gradual decline from then until
2023. Explaining the reasons for this evolution
will be one of the tasks of future analyses of the
database.

3 In the case of book chapters, this field contains the title
of the book to which it belongs.
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TABLE 1. PUBLICATIONS ON FAMILY BUSINESS
HISTORY BY MEDIA TYPE, 1949-2023

Media types No %
Article 319 62%
Book 56 11%
Book chapter 118 23%
Book (ed.) 20 4%

Total 513 100%

Sources: Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar.

Another interesting piece of information is the
distribution of the 513 publications according
to the source in which they were published. As
shown in Table 1, 62% of the works in the list
are journal articles, 15% are books and 23%
are book chapters. It is obvious, therefore, that
academic journals have been the predominant
means of disseminating research on family
business history, although the weight of books
and book chapters (38%) is not negligible. The
academic journals represented in the database
number 56. Although most of the articles are in
journals specializing in business history

(Business History, Business History Review,
Enterprise & Society and some others), there are
quite a few in economics, management and
business economics. This diversity suggests
that family business history has been
approached from multiple perspectives and
disciplines, generating academic dialogue and
collaboration between researchers from
different areas. On the other hand, the total
number of authors is 628. Naturally, this is due
to the fact that many of the 513 papers are
shared, indicating the collaborative nature of
family business history research. This number
of authors and papers on family business
history seems remarkable. However, in order to
evaluate these figures, it is necessary to
compare them with those of other bibliometric
studies in related areas. This is not easy due to
the diversity of approaches, sources and
periods covered by these works. Nevertheless,
we have made an attempt, the results of which
are shown in Table 2.

As might be expected, Table 2 indicates that in
absolute numbers of authors and papers the
history of family business is much smaller than
the area of family business in general, even

TABLE 2. SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF OUR FAMILY BUSINESS HISTORY DATABASE COMPARED TO
DATABASES FROM OTHER BIBLIOMETRIC STUDIES

Reference Topic Authors Publications ps::ltihc::i:ﬁs P“l;l:lzﬁo::s / Period
Our database Family business history 628 513 1.22 0.82 1949-2023
Aparicio etal. (2021) Family business 5,699 3,698 1.54 0.65 2011-2020
Bermeo-Giraldo etal. (2023) Business history 287 242 1.19 0.84 1934-2022
Cepéda et al. (2022) Accounting history 501 236 212 0.47 1975-2021
Cioni et al. (2020) Economic history 8,597 6,516 1.32 0.76 1927-2017
Cisneros etal. (2018) F‘“:l:'g; :’S‘gg:“ 1,105 661 1.67 0.60 1939-2017
Reference Scope Source Language
Our database All journals and books WoS, Scopus, Google Scholar Various
Aparicio et al. (2021) All journals WoS English
Bermeo-Giraldo et al. (2023) 10 journals of business history Scopus English
Cepéda et al. (2022) All journals (mainly accounting) WoS Various
Cioni et al. (2020) 5 journals of economic history 5 Journals English
Cisneros et al. (2018) All journals WoS, Scopus English

Sources: own elaboration.
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though the study used for comparison (Aparicio
et al. 2021) refers only to a ten-year period
(2011-2020). It is also much smaller than the
area of economic history, as the figures in the
study by Cioni et al. (2020) show. It is true that
this covers a longer period (1927-2017), but
also that it only refers to articles published in
the five main journals of the area. In contrast,
the figures are more similar to those of the
other three papers, referring to more specific
fields of study and relatively similar periods:
Bermeo-Giraldo et al. (2023) on business
history, Cepéda et al. (2022) on accounting
history, and Cisneros et al. (2018) on
succession in family firms. It is striking,
however, that the numbers of authors and
works on business history collected by Bermeo-
Giraldo et al. (2023) are so low even when
referring to a very long period (1934-2022).
The explanation lies in the fact that the data
refer to ten journals and a single database
(Scopus). This indicates the caution with which
this type of comparison should be made.

However, if we look at the ratios of number of
authors per publication and publications per
author, we see that the field of family business
history (1.22 authors per publication and 0.82
publications per author) is very similar in these
respects to business history (1.19 and 0.84) and
economic history (1.32 and 0.76) and quite
different from the fields of family business in
general (1.54 and 0.65), accounting history
(2.12 and 0.47) and succession in family
business (1.67 and 0.60). According to these
figures, researchers in economic and business
history have a lower co-authorship rate and
higher productivity than those in the other
three fields of study. In short, it can be thought
that the number of authors and productivity in
family business history is in line with what has
been observed in the field of economic and
business history.

Conclusion

The compilation of publications on family
business history spanning 1949 and 2023
presented here marks a novel endeavour, filling
a gap in the literature. This is the main
contribution of the present work. The breadth
of this selection enables a comprehensive
analysis of the scientific production within this
field of knowledge, facilitating the identification
of patterns, gaps and areas for future
exploration. Therefore, this is a resource that
we hope will be useful for scholars of family
business history and will help promote
research in this area. Naturally, the database
constructed is susceptible to improvement. This
would be the first objective of a future research
agenda. with
speaking family business historians and experts
in various geographic areas will help to
complete the database to ensure a more

Collaboration non-English

comprehensive representation of research in
this field and thus help to enrich our
understanding of family business history.
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APPENDIX. ALL 513 wORKS ON FAMILY BUSINESS HISTORY SORTED BY YEAR OF PUBLICATION, 194.9-
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| | | : the nineteenth century
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. The Entrepreneur, the Family and Capitalism
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1962 | Chan, WKCK. Article History Chinese Firm and its Modern Reform 10
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